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A SECOND 
S LET THER as 


N the Infancy of Chriſtianity the Su 
port of the Miniſters of the Goſpel could 
ariſe from nothing elſe, but the volun- 
Wy tary Contributions of well-diſpoſed Per- 
; ſons; but as ſoon as States and King- 
doms became Converts to Chriſtianity, 
and ſaw the great Uſefulneſs thereof in promoting 
moral Virtue, and preſerving the Peace and Order of 
every Community; the Miniſters thereof then met 
with a more general and public Encouragement; they 
were admitted into a Share of the Honours and Emo- 
luments of every State; and that Maintenance, which 
before was voluntary and precarious, became ſettled 
and certain; and now depends, not only on long 
Uſage and Cuſtom, but has been alſo confirmed by 
Eccleſiaſtical, Civil and Statute Laws, in almoſt every 
Chriſtian Country. 

Thus has it received an Eſtabliſhment with us ; and 
not only Tythes of all Kinds, (whether predial, per- 
ſonal, or mixed) but alſo all Kind of accuſtomed Ot- 

ferings, Oblations, and Obventions, have received a 
ion from our Laws. SY 

So that the Right of our Clergy does not depend, 
merely, or barely, on Uſage'or C It is indeed 
Cuſtom, (origivally founded on forme Compoſition) 
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which now in many Places aſcertains the Quantity, 
the Time, and the Manner of paying them; but the 
Payment of them, (both of Tyrhes' and- cuſtomary 
Dues) is provided for by ſeveral expreſs Laws, which 
are ſtill in Force. Theſe I laid before you in my laſt 
Letter, to which I refer ; and ſhall now add ſome other 
Obſervations, in order to make this Matter more clear. 
Beſides thoſe Laws, which extend to the whole 
Kingdom of England and Ireland,; there is alſo ano- 
ther Conſideration, which relates particularly to the 
Province of Ulfter. By the Rebellion of Tyr-Owen, ſux 
whole Counties in this Province were forfeited to King 
James I. and he had allo very large Eſtates in the other 
three Counties of it. Now the Right to theſe Lands 
being veſted in the King, it was in his Power to grant 
them away, under what Limitation, or Incumbrances, 
his Majeſty thought proper. Accordingly he granted 
ſome of them as Glebes to the Clergy ; and in general 
gave the Tythes to the Church, to be paid in Kind, 
with all accuſtomed Dues. | : 
Some Time afterwards, when Diſputes aroſe be- 
tween the Clergy and Laity, about thoſe Tythes and 
Dues ; and Complaints were thereupon made to the 
King, and by the mutual Conſent of both Parties, all 
the Matters in Diſpute were ſubmitted to his Arbitra- 
tion; an Award or Agreement was made by his Ma- 
jeſty, and a Table of T 'ythes ſet forth for the Province 
of Ufer; which was confirmed by an Act of State in 
this Kingdom, being (as the Act expreſſes it) © A Re- 
formation of all the Grievances, in the Bill of Com- 
4 plaint ofthe Inhabitants of Laier, upon comparing 
every Particular demanded, with the written Laws 
„and Cuſtoms of this Kingdom.“ 
Io this the Parliament ſeem alſo to have given ſome 
Kind of Sanction, when in the Act of R ition, 
+ {paſſed ſoon after theſe Tran ſactions) they larly 
make their Acknowledgments to his Majeſty for his 
Settlement of Ulfer.. About the 5th of King Charles 
I. Complaints were renewed z and his Majeſty, (by 


* 


= 
„ .* 
. 


& > 


means of the Influence which Archbiſhop Uſer had a- 
mong the Clergy there) prevailed on them to conſent 
to a further Diminution of their cuſtomary Rights in 
Favour of the Laity, and to ſubmit to a new Table of 
Tythes then' ſet berch by his Majeſty, and differing 
only in a few Things from the former. In the Year 
1695, a Petition of rhe Inhabitants of Ulfer was 
brought into the Honourable Houſe of Commons, 
complaining of the Rates, Fees, and Compolitions, 
contained in this Table, as arbitrary, illegal, and un- 
reaſonable. But it having been made appear to that 
Honourable Houſe, that the Clergy had at that Time 
given up many of their old accuſtomed Fees and Dues; 
that theſe Compoſitions then ſettled, had been made 
at the Inſtance, and with the Approbation of the Lai- 
ty, and greatly to their Advantage; and that they 
had been entered into, and ſubmitted to many Years 
before : On theſe Conſiderations, the Petition was re- 
jected. And that Rejection was looked upon as a 
new Confirmation of this Table. So that according 
to it, all Tythes, Offerings, and Fees, have been ge- 
nerally paid in Lſter, (without Murmuring or Oppo- 
fition) till within theſe few Years; when a Demur 
was. firſt made, by ſome Preſbyterian Minifters, to 
the Fees for Marriages, Births, Churchings, and Bu- 
rials; and fince that Time, by the Means of fome 
rambling Preachers, of ſeveral different Denomina- 
tions, but all agreeing in their being of a levelling 
Diſpoſition, and Enemies to our Eſtabliſhment ; ſuch 
a Clamor hath been raiſed againſt our Clergy as mere 
_  Hirelings, and ſuch a Spirit of Oppoſition hath been ſer 
on Foot to their Rights, and that ſometimes encoura- 
by ſuch as had Occaſion to court the Favour of the 
iſſenters; that now People of all Sorts, (even Con- 
formiſts, as well as others) in many Places, not only 
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tion o onourable Houſe of Commons thereupon, is added, 
a an Appendix to this Lester, : 
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 With-hold their accuſtomed Fees and Offerings, but 

have alſo reduced the great T ythes to an inconſiderable 
Value; thro' the Menaces, Combinations, and other 
Methods made Uſe of, to diſtreſs the Clergy, in their 
collecting, agreeing for, or drawing the ſame in Kind. 

The Plea made Uſe of by the Diſſenters, on that 
Occaſion was this: That they ſeldom troubled the 
Pariſh Miniſter to perform the Offices of marrying, 


it was unreaſonable to expect the Fee, which, in 
their Opinion, was only due for Performance of the 


luntary Offerings, (as in the Times before the Civil 
Eſtabliſhment of Chriſtianity) and were not made a 
Part of the legal Maintenance of the eſtabliſhed Cler- 
957 there would be ſome Reaſon in what they alledge: 

ut ſince the Legiſlature have thought proper to eſta- 
bliſh one particular Form of Religion and Worſhip, 
in Preference to all others; and ſince Tythes of all 
Kinds, as well as Oblations, Offerings, Fees, and Du- 
ties, are required to be paid, for the Support of the 
Miniſters of that particular Form; and ſince the ſe- 
veral Particulars, to be thus paid in any Pariſh, do 
make up but one Aggregate, or Sum, which conſti- 
tutes the Fund provided Te the Maintenance of the 
eſtabliſned Miniſter in that Pariſh ; and fince in the 
Eye of the Law every Part of this Aggregate is to be 
paid by every Inhabitant to his reſpective Pariſh Mi- 
niſte”, and no Pretence to be allowed him for with- 


holding his Dues, even in the Caſe of his Miniſter's 


Failure, Refuſal, or Neglect of his Duty: (for there lies 
ur Remedy againſt him for ſuch Neglect or Re- 

ſuſal of his Duty) And ſince the Miniſter performs 
his regular Offices in his Church, and is ready to per- 
form the occaſional Offices there, or in ſuch other 
Place as the Law directs him; and ſince he is liable 
to be cenſured, or even deprived and for 
ſuch Refuſals or Neglects ; and ſince one Man thro' 


n T # Obſtinacy, 


baptizing, churching, or burying ; and therefore, that 


And indeed if thi Fees 'comtinned Gill to be vo- 
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Obſtinacy, and another through Pique, and a third 
through ſome real or pretended Scruple of Conſcience, 
or ſome other Cauſe, will neither go to the Church 
to partake of his Miniſtration, nor admit him to do 
any other of the Offices required by his Function: 
In ſuch a Caſe, ſurely none ſhould be allowed to with- 
hold their Dues from the Parſon of the Pariſh, on ac- 
count of his not performing the Offices to them, 
when they themſelves will not ſuffer him to perform 
them. ; | 
Will not the Argument hold equally good with 
reſpect to Tythes alſo ? For Tythes, as well as 
cuſtomary Fees and Dyes, are given for perform- 
ance of Divine Offices, Preaching the Word, Admi- 
niſtring the Sacraments, Catechiſing Youth, Viſiting 
the Sick, and in general for Inſtructing and Exhorting 
all within the Pariſh : But the Papiſt, the Preſbyterian, 
the Quaker, and moſt of our new Sectaries, actually 
refuſe to partake of his Miniſtrations either in our 
Churches, or their ownHouſes, and therefore mayclaim 
to be exempted from the Payment of Tythes, which 
were given and ſettled for thoſe very Purpoſes : and 
every Conformiſt as well as others, may be tempted 
to become a Recuſant, and refuſe any of his Miniſte- 
rial Offices, in hopes of being intitled by that Means 
to a like Exemption from Tythes and Dues. 
The ſame Laws which require the Payment of 
Tythes, direct alſo the Payment of accuſtomed Dues, 
Oblatlons, and Offerings; and they extend to every 
Pariſhioner, to the Diſſenter as well as to the Con- 


formiſt. | | 
If it be ſaid, th the Eſtabliſhed Miniſter has 
his * becauſe he is obliged to attend. in his 
Church, and do conſtant Duties there, under pain of 
vation ; is not the Penalty in the End the ſame, 
with reſpect to the occaſional Offices alſo ? Marriages, 
Baptiſms, Charchings, Burials, are Offices ſuppoſed 
by the Law to be done in the Church, or Church- 
yard, at thoſe Hours when the Miniſter is bound to 
attend for Performance of Divine Service s Fo 
| 253 ould 
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ſhould he neglect, or refuſe, to do theſe Offices, 
he would be liable at laſt (after proper Admonitions 

and previous Cenſures) to be deprived of his Be- 
nefice, as well as ſubject to an Action of Damage, 

for ſuch Obſtinacy. ) 
The Legiſlature ſeem to have been aware of, and 
to have guarded againſt this Abuſe of Diflenters ; 
and therefore though they free them from the 
| Penalties they were lyahle to for their Non- Confory 

— mity, and alſo give them a Liberty of having Reli- 

| ous Offices performed among them, by any Per- 

| 2 of their own chuſing; yet they expreſly reſerve 
| to the Eſtabliſhed Miniſter the Payment of their 

| Tythes and other parochial Duties; which Words 
| 


ns in m—_ uſually given upon ſuch Occaſions. 
that, it was thought proper to ind 
 - them in the 1 att Office, yet Ars. 
| taken that the Income of the Eſtabliſhed Miniſter 
| ſhould not be thereby leſſened. The Legiſlature in 
this wiſely judging, that to oblige Diſſenters to pay 
| the uſual Fees for Churchings, Burials, &c. as if the 
Offices had been perf: rſuant to the Act of 
| Uniformity, was in itſelf the laying no greater Tax 
| or Burthen upon them, than they were before ſubject 
| 


to, equally with Conformiſts : Whereas, if they ſhould 
have been exempted from paying the Fees, on Ac 
count of their not ſuffering thoſe Offices to be per- 
formed, this would in fact be the Pons a Premium 
to encourage Diſſention and Recuſancy; and at the 
ſame Time ta deprive the Eſtabliſned Miniſter of 
one part of the Fund appointed for his Maintenance. 

Wich reſpect to this late Claim of Diſſenters, to 
be excuſed from the Fee, on Account of the Office 
not being performed; it is ſomewhat remarkable, 
that there were many Recuſants in the Times 
Henry VIII. Edward VI. Queen Elizabeth, King 
James J. Charles I. and II. who would not allow the 
Eſtabliſhed Miniſters to perform the Offices for them; 

yet I'm told that among all the —_—_— 
| * x: 14888 mes 
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Times, we don't find an ny Cafe wherein they pleaded | 
an Exemption from the Fee upon this Ground : Alfo, 
in the Times of Charles II. m3 ames II. the Diſſen- 
ters had Royal Diſpenſations, had their Meetings 
as regularly and openly as ſince the Toleration, and 
yet we don't find ſuch a Plea made uſe of even in thoſe 
times : the ſame may be obſerved for a long Time 
after the Toleration was eſtabliſhed; and yet if thoſe 
Fees are unreaſonable now, they were equally unrea- 
ſonable then. Is it not ſtrange then, that fuch a 
Thought never came into any Body's Head, till of 
late ? One would think by this, hat if they be un- 
reaſonable now, it muſt be the Act of Toleration 
which has made them ſo; and yet this Conſequence 
will not hold; unleſs an Indulgence in ſome things, 
makes an Reſtriction i in others to be unreaſonable 
and abſurd. WP: 

But here it may be faid, that by the late Statute in 
Ireland about cuſtomary Dues, a Power is granted 
to the Court of Chan or Exch quer, to aboliſh all 
ſuch as are unreaſonable ; I grant there is ſuch a 
Power, where thoſe nn LP Dues are grounded 
merely on Cuſtom, and have no Foundation in Law ; 
but, wil 175 Man take upon him to declare thoſe 

tes, that are paid in ſome Places in lieu 
of 0 Tythes, or the uſual Fees and Offerings 
for Burials, cen &c. to be unreaſonable, and 
merely founded on Cuſtom, when they are Warranted 
by ſeveral Acts of Parliament, and further ſecured 
by. an expreſs Proviſo, in the Act of Toleration it- 
e 

As to theſe Fees and s, they were thought 
ſo reaſonable in ee to be paid to the Pariſh 
Miniſter, though another might do the Office, that 
in two Diſpenſations granted by Arch-Biſhop #/hiigift, 
(which are ſtill upon Record) one for burying a Man 
in a Chapel of Eaſc, another for. Burying a Man in 
2 Pariſh different from that wherein he had lived; 
we find it cxpreſly NOOR the accuſtomed Fee 
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ſhould be paid to the Miniſter of the Pariſh, where 
each had lived, according to the known Rule. We 
find alſo, on a Complaint made to the Parliament of 
England, in the Twelfth of Queen Anne, of the Un- 
reaſonableneſs of cerain Mortuaries paid to the Biſhops 
of Bangor, Landaff, St. David's, and St. Aſapb, on the 
Deaths of their reſpective Clergy; the Parliament 
thought proper indeed to aboliſh the Cuſtom ; but 
at the ſame Time they gave a Recompence to thoſe 
Biſhops in lieu thereof. So careful were the Le- 
giſlators not to deprive any Branch of the Eſtabliſhed 
Church of it's legal and cuſtomary Revenue; though . 
that Cuſtom had been introduced in Popiſh Times, 
and was evidently founded in a dangerous Error and 
groſs Superſtition. 
The Application is obvious ; if any of the cuſtomary 
Dues formerly paid to the Clergy, are 45 un- 
reaſonable, grievous, or by me to the People, 
(whether Conformiſts, Diſſenters, or Papiſts) let them 
be freed from them by the Legiſlature : but firſt, 
let a Recompence be made to thoſe of whoſe Main- 
tenance they make a Part, and who have been, Time 
out of Mind, in poſſeſſion of them, as annexed to 
their Office, and enjoy'd therewith. 

But, as to all thoſe cuſtomary Dues, which were 
originally no other than Compoſitions entered into, 
for the different Kinds of Predial, Perſonal, or mixed 
Tythes; and have now been, paid, Time out of 
Mind: either the Modus ſhould now be allowed; or 
elſe the Tenth be paid in it's Kind. | 
Thus the Young of all Creatures are tytheable 
in Kird, ſuch as Calves, Foals, Lambs, Pigs ; thus 
alſo Wool and Feathers are tytheable, at the ſhearing 

or plucking; thus Milk is tytheable every Meal; 
thus every Man following any kind of Merchandize, 
Trade, or Buſineſs (other than that of an Huſband- 
man or Day-Labourer) is liable to pay annually the 
Tenth Part of his clear Gains, deducting his neceſſary 
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'Expences, according to his Station and Circumſtances 
in Life. 
And where no Modus or Compoſition has been 
made for theſe Things, there the Parſon may ſtill claim 
the Value of them, to be aſcertained by the beſt Proof 
he can find. | 
But the Value of the clear Gains, which any Man 
makes by his Buſineſs, a, ru difficult to be 
prov'd, except by his own Oath, which was taken 
away by the Second and Third of Edward VI. and 
the Trouble of attending to receive ſeveral Species of 
| Tythes in their proper Kind being very great: for 
theſe Reaſons, both Perſonal Tythes, and all Kinds 
of theſe ſmall Tythes, have in many Places been 
either quite neglected by the Clergy, (though their 
Right to them ſtill remains) or very eaſy Compoſitions 
have been accepted of in lieu of them. Thus Ale- 
ſellers, Victuallers, Inn-keepers and Huckſters, and 
all Kinds of Tradeſmen have in ſome Places uſually 
paid One Shilling at Eaſter, Merchants and Shop- 
keepers, Two Shillings and ſix Pence; thus ſix Pence 
has been paid for every Foal, One Penny for every 
Lamb; One Penny for every Fleece of Wool; Nine 
Pence for Milk and Calf; Four Pence Halfpenny 
for Milk without Calf; One Penny in lieu of Garden 
Vegetables; Four Pence inſtead of ſeveral other Kind 
of Offerings which uſed to be paid at the great Feſti- 
vals; Two Shillings and Six Pence at the Marriage 
of a Couple; One Shilling and Six Pence at the Birth 
of a Child; One Shilling at the Death of a Perſon: 
inſtead of the ſeyeral Offerings, which had been be- 
fore practiſed on thoſe Occaſions. 
The exact Times, when all or any of theſe Com- 
itions were entered into, cannot I believe now be 
aſcertained ; but particularly in the Province of Ulſter 
in Ireland, they may be faid to have been in ſome 
meaſure ſettled by the Mary. Submiſſion of both 
| Vlergy andLaity tothe Ave James l. 2 
| TY as — 
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ſet forth by the Authority of thoſe Princes. 
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which Awards are contained in the Tables of Tythes, 
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I thought to have finiſhed this Letter here ; but as 
the Behaviour of the Diſſenters, and their violent Op- 
poſition to the Eſtabliſhed Clergy gave Occaſion to it, I 
ſhall therefore beg Leave to addreſs them in a few 
Words of Advice; which though comingfrom aMem- 
ber of the Eſtabliſhed Church, may yet, 1 hope, be nei- 
ther unuſeful to ourſelves nor unſeaſonable to them. 

Conſider then, Gentlemen, that here you have the 
Happineſs of living in a good Country, and under a 
mild Government: You have alſo great Encourage- 
ment to your Induſtry, from the pleaſing Proſpect, 
that whatever Property you fo acquire, will be in- 
violably ſecured to you: Here you may alſo enjoy full 
Liberty, both for your Perſons, and for your Con- 
ſciences, and all other the Privileges of Free-born 
Subjects: Here you have alſo every other Degree of 
Power, that Men can deſire, except that of ruling 
the State, or perſecuting your Neighbours of a diffe- 
rent Perſuaſion, | 

Theſe laſt Powers are ſuch, as you can't in Reaſon 
expect; nor do the wiſeſt and moſt moderate among 
yourſelves deſire to fee you inveſted with them; 
becauſe they are afraid (from the Nature of thatKind of 
Zeal, which ſtill prevails among many of you) that you 
would make but an ill Uſe ot fuch Powers. A little 
Knowledge of former Times, with a ſmall Degree of 
Obſervation on the preſent Tempers of many among 
you, may ſatisfy any thinking Man, that you are not 
yet fit to be generally truſted with ſuch Powers. 
| Whereas the Moderation and Mildneſs of the Mem- 
bers of the Eſtabliſhed Church, ſeem better adapted 
for Government, and have alſo proved by long Expe- 
rience, that they are diſpoſed to grant, not only, a 
reaſonable Indulgence to you all, but alſo a ſuitable 
Encouragement to any of you, that may deſerve it ; 
accordingly ſome of you have 3 his 
Majeſty's ty in contributing to -the Support of 

22 | your 
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your Miniſters ; which I'm told has lately been aug. 


mented to near Four Thouſand Pounds a Year; and 
probably may be till further encreaſed, as you con- 
tinue to deſerve it. Learn then to mind your ſeveral 
Callings. and Buſineſs, without moving out of your 
own Sphere, and ſtudy to be quiet without eagerly . 
graſping at the Shadow of power; for by ſo doing, you 
may perhaps loſe the ſubſtance of what you have al- 
ready obtained. 

As the mild and meek Spirit of the Goſpel prevails 
more generally among us, we may hope for ſome 
happy Seaſon, when both the Church and Diſſenters 
ſhall lay aſide their fooliſh Animoſities, and Zeal for 
Trifles, and ſhall unite in the Profeſſion of the few 
plain and eſſential Doctrines of the Goſpel, and the 
Practice of its indiſpenſible Precepts; but ſtill with 
a Liberty of Conſcience to any who may think other- 
wiſe; And whenever this happy Seaſon (I ſay) ſhall 
come, that Church-Men and Diſſenters ſhall lay a- 
ſide their mutual Prejudices, and unite on ſuch a com- 
prehenſive Scheme; then all moderate Diſſenters 
will of Courſe be admitted into the Eſtabliſhment, 
with all its Emoluments and Degrees of Power: 

But at preſent, tho' I fincerely wiſh to ſee that Day, 
yet I am not ſo partial to either Side, as to think them 
in a fit Temper for it; nor am I ſo ſanguine in my 
Hopes of it's Succeſs, as to deſire to ſee you admitted 
into a Share of Power with Church-Men, on any 
other Terms. ä 
- Whilſt mutual Jealouſies and different Intereſts 

prevail among us, I am not ſurprized to find many of 
you railing Clamours againſt our Clergy, and endea- 
vouring by various Means to leſſen their legal Main- 
tenance ; becauſe this is the Uſage which human Paſ- 
ſions dictate, and theſe the Methods which Com- 
petitors too often purſue ;. but the Surprize is great, 
that any Church-Man ſhould: be fo far infatuated, as 

to do your Buſineſs for you. 

Tou indeed. may take Pleaſure in vilifying the 
Characters of our Miniſters, and in depriving them * 
| | hole 
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- thoſe Revenues appointed for them; becauſe Pover- 


ty and a bad Name will infallibly reduce them to 

Ignorance and Contempt, and fo far open the war 
for the gradual Eſtabliſhment of yourſelves : But ſtilt -- 
you ſhould conſider, that you cannot all expect to be 4a #1 
eſtabliſhed ; one muſt have the Preference: And I. 
leave it to yourſelves to determine, which is the one 
that would rule the others with more Lenity than the 
Church now does. You, that are of the Preſbyterian 
Perſuaſion, having from time to time come over 
from Scotland, in great Numbers, and ſettled your- 
ſelves in our Northern Counties, may on that ſcore 
ſeem to ſtand faireſt for ſuch an Eſtabliſhment ; if 
ever it ſhould take place in this Kingdom: You are 
already much careſſed on account of your Votes, in re- 
turning Knights of the Shire for thoſe Counties ; and 


this I fear has given many of you ſuch an Opinion of 


your own Merit and Importance, that you think no- 
thing muſt now be deny'd you. 

There's a common Saying much in uſe among 
you, with reſpect to our Clergy ; namely that ** the 
Kirk is always greedy.” And it happens (unluckihy 
for you) that this Proverb has been remarkably ve- 
rified in your own Conduct ever ſince you came a- 
mong us. At firſt, indeed, you only modeſtly de- 
ſired a Liberty of worſnipping God according to your 
Conſeiences; if this Indulgence could be obtained, 
you would then think yourſelves happy, and be per- 
fectly eaſy and contented. Accordingly a Toleration - 
was granted you. Have you as yet ſhewn that Con- 
tentment and Satisfaction, which was then pro- 
miſed ? Or rather have you not ever ſince been mak 
ing ſome new Demand, and always murmuring, 


when you have not been gratified in thoſe Demands? 


— Nay have you not for ſome time openly avowed, 
both in your Writings and Converſation, that you 
ſhall ſtill look upon yourſelves, as debarr'd the Privi- 
leges of Subjects, and as a perſecuted and oppreſſed 
People, until the Teſt AR — 


* 
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be opened, for your free Admiſſion into Places of 
Truſt and Power, equally, with Churchmen ? 

Here then it is evident, what you would be at: You 
| ſpeak it out plainly and without Diſguiſe : And ſome 
of you have even threaten'd, that, in caſe your 
Intereſt is not ſupported in the H of O. 
ſome of the preſent Members thereof ſhould feel 
your Reſentment on any future Election. ? 

Theſe, I hope, were only the Expreſſions of ſome 
of your more ambitious Leaders, when heated by their 
Zeal beyond the Bounds of Prudence: But I wiſh: 
they may not be found the Sentiments of too many 
of you, and alſo thrown out on Purpoſe, with a View 
to carry any Point you may think proper to aſk. 

But, notwithſtanding ſuch Menaces, it is to be 
hoped, that our Legiſlature, in their. great Wiſdom, 
will neither break in upon the Toleration, nor Teſt 
Acts. | 

It is indeed but right, that every Diſſenter ſhould 
' be indulged in the Liberty of worſhipping God ac- 
cording to his Conſcience ; but every Diſſenter may 
not be fit to be entruſted with Power : The Notions 
of ſome of you are abſolutely inconſiſtent with Govern- 
ment; others are unfriendly to it; and if any Breaches 
ſhould be made upon the Eſtabliſhment in favour 
of any of you, it is much to be feared, (from your 
craving Tempers) that there will be no Endof your 
Encroachments, till you have overturned the Whole. 
"And whoever ſhall live to ſee ſuch a fatal cataſtro- 
— may then probably be convinced from his own 

xperience, as he may now from our Hiſtories, that 

e Principles of the Church of England are more con- 
3 Government, than thoſe of any other Per- 
uaſion; and that, in Fact, our Church has ever been 


more ready to grant a reaſonable Indulgence to all 
kind of Diſſenters, than any of them would ever al · 

low, either to the Church, or to one another, 
The ſeveral other Sectaries now among us, (how- 
ever they may differ from the Preſbyterians in other 
Points, 
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Points, yet (are pretty well agreed with them, in the 
Met hods of diſtreſſing our Clergy; and they have 
alſo very artfully inveigled ſeveral Church-Men to 
join with them in this Work; as the Monkey borrows 
the Cat's Paw to pull his Cheſtnuts out of the Fire, 
ſo do theſe cunning Scots- Men abuſe the Simplicity of 
of many deluded People ; having ſet them on to kindle 
a Fire, which (if not quenched in time), will in the 
End conſume both them and us. 3 
The Perſecutions of the Church of Rome, and her 
Tyranny over the Souls and Bodies of Men, have 
been of a long time ſo notorious, and ſo ſenſibly felt, as 
not to be forgotten among us; but it may be 
of uſe to call to our Minds that abſolute Sovereignty 
and Independency, which is claimed by the Kirk of 
Scotland for her | Aſſembly, and by all the 
Sectaries among us, for themſelves, as the Saints 
and People of the Lord: For this one Principe, pur- 
ſued thro all its Conſequences, would directly lead to 
che ſame Kind of Tyranny and Perſecution, which 
we all fo juſtly abhor in the Church of Rome,  _ + 
Let Church-Men then take Care, how they intruſt 
too much Power inthe Hands of Men, who, both from 


Principle, and Intereſt, may be tempted to make 


(what we ſhould have Reaſon to call,) a bad and de- 
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APPENDIX. 
Sabbati, 5 Die Oftobris, 1695. 
- MR. Francis Anneſley preſented to the Houſe 
a Paper, intituled, 4 Sate of the Caſe of 
the Inhabitants of the Province of Ulſter, in 
Relation to the Demands of the Clergy for Small Tythes 
©” and other Dues; which was read, and is as followeth ; 


A State of the Caſe of the Inhabitants of the Pro- 
vince of Ulfer, in Relation to the Demands of 
the Clergy for Small Tythes and other Dues. 


LO by the Eſtabliſhed Law of this 
Realm, all Tythes and other perſonal Duties, ' 
ought to be paid to the Clergy of the Province of Ut- | 
fer, in ſuch Manner as they are uſually paid to the 
Clergy in other Parts of this Kingdom, and no other- 

wiſe : Yet upon ſome Controverſies pretended to ariſe 
between the Clergy and Laity of that Province, in the 
fifth Year of theReign of K. Charles the Firſt, the then 

Lord Primate of &e/and, intending as is alledged to 
ſettle and compoſe thoſe Differences, collected a Table 

of Tythes calculated for the ſaid Province, altogether 
differing from the Rates paid in other Parts of this 
Kingdom, and by his Grace's Influence an Order of 
Council was obtained for Confirmation thereof, there- 

by ſtrictly charging and commanding all Biſhops, 
Chancellors and others, having eccleſiaſtical Juriſdic- 

tion, to put the ſame into Execution, and to determine 


all Cauſes of Tythes according to the ſame. That by 
FS rs. C Colour 


© 00; | 

Colour thereof, the Miniſters of that Province do re- 
ceive nine Pence for every milch Cow and Calf, where 
only a Penny Half-penny is due and payable: And by 
the ſaid pretended Table of Tythes, and Order of 
Council, ſeveral other Dues are illegally im — and 
exacted from his Majeſty's Subjects of that 

contrary to all Law and Reaſon, as by the ſaid Table 
of Tythes and Order of Council hereunto annexed, 
may more fully and at large appear. Now fora! much 
as the Rates contained in the ſaid Table of Tythes, 
are altogether unreaſonable and illegal, and arbitrarily 
im upon the Subject without any due Courſe of 
Law ; It is humbly prayed, that this Honourable 
Houſe will take the ſame . Conſideration, and 
take ſuch Courſe therein, that his Majeſty's Subjects 
of that Province may mms — be eaſed of ſuch 
unreaſonable Dues, ſo i ee OY 
Ordered, That Copi — — 
mch Perſons as «hs "Jefire the ſame, and that the 
State of the ſaid Caſe de taken into Conſideration on 


— Seven. night next. 
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Vienerit, 22 Novembris, 1695. 


IR Joſepb Williamſon preſented to the Houſe, an 
Anſwer of Michael, Lord Archbiſhop of Ar- 
magh, Primate and Metropolitan of all Ireland; Wil- 
liam, Lord Bithop of Kilmore and Ardagb; Richard, 
Lord Biſhop of Clogher, William, Lord ' Biſhop of 
Derry; Alexander, Lord Biſhop of Rapbo; Toby, Lord 
Biſhop of Dromore ; and Edward, Lord Biſhop of 
Down and Connor, to a Paper brought into this Houſe, 
intituled, A State of the Caſe of the Inhabitants of the 


Province of Uliter, in Relation to the Demands of the 


Clergy for Small Tythes and other Dues, given in by 
their Lordſhips on Behalf of themſelves and the ſe- 


intereſted or 


veral Clergy of the reſpective Dioceſles, 
—_ therein, which being read, 
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Reſolved on the Queſtion, that the Paper intitled, 
An Anſwer of the Lord Primate, and others the Lords 
Biſhops of the ſeveral Dioceſs in Liter, in Behalf of 
themſelves and the ſeveral Clergy of their ſeveral Dio- 
ceſs, to a State of the Caſe of the Inhabitants of the 
Province of Ulſter, in Relation to the Demands of 
the Clergy for Small Tythes and other Dues, now 
read, is ſatisfactory to this Houſe, The joint and ſe- 
veral Anſwers of Michael, Lord Archbiſhop of Ar- 
magb, Primate and Metropolitan of all Ireland; il. 
liam, Lord Biſhop of Kilmore and Ardagh ; Richard, 
Lord Biſhop of Clegber; William, Lord Biſhop of 
Derry; Alexander, Lord Biſhop of Raphoe ; Toby, Lord 

of Dromore ; and Edward, Lord Biſhop of 
Down and Connor; to a Paper brought into the ho- 
nourable Houſe of Commons, intituled, A State of 
the Caſe of the Inhabitants of the Province of Ulſter, 
in Relation to the Demands of the Clergy for Small Tythes 
and other Dues, which is given in by their Lordſhips 
for and on the Behalf of themſelves and of the ſe- 
veral Clergy of their reſpective Dioceſſes intereſted 
and concerned therein. 

The ſaid Reſpondents ſaving to themſelves now 
and at all Times hereafter, for and on the Behalf of 
themſelves and the faid Clergy, the Benefit and Ad- 
vantage of all Exceptions that may be had or taken to 
the many Inſufficiencies, Imperfections, Miſtakes, 
Uncertainties and other Defects of the (aid Paper for 
Anſwer thereunto, do ſeverally and jointly ſay and 
deny, that the ſaid Paper is a true State of the Caſe 
of the Inhabitants of that Province, in Reference to 
the Clergy's Demands for their Small Tythes and o- 

ther Dues; and more particularly do deny, that by 
the eſtabliſhed Laws of this Realm, all Tythes and 
other perſonal Duties ought to be paid to the Clergy 
of Ulfter, in fuch Manner as they are uſually paid to 
the Clergy in other Parts of this Kingdom, and no 
_ otherwiſe, as in that Paper is averred ; for as much as 
Cuſtom and Melons tide alters the 3 


L 
Law) and Compoſitions and Agreements (which are 
made binding by Law) have brought in and ſettled 
a different Modus decimandi for the ſame Tythes and 
other eccleſiaſtical Duties almoſt in every Province in 
moſt Counties, and in many Pariſhes of this King- 
dom, according to the differing Circumſtances of 
Places, Perſons and Things, which doth at this Day 
accordingly prevail, it being notorious, that there is 
no ſuch Thing as an uniform Way of Tything through 
the Kingdom, or in any one intire Province thereof. 
And the ſaid Reſpondents further anſwering, do ſay 
and deny that the Lord Primate in that Paper men- 
tioned, did ever by his Influence or otherwiſe obtain 
an Order of Council for Confirmation of the Tything 
Table in that Paper named, as in the ſaid Paper is 
poſitively affirmed, and the ſame therein referr'd to as 
being annexed to it ; foraſmuch as it doth not appear 
that there ever was any ſuch Order of Council, nor in- 
deed, that there was ever Occaſion for any ſuch, becauſe 
the ſaid Table was drawn with great Favour to the Lai- 
ty, in bringing down the Nine Pence for every Cow that 
gave Milk (which was formerly ſettled and 
to by the Laity) to half that Sum in the Caſe of every 
Gawnagh or Stripper, which was no ſmall Diſadvan- 
tage to the Clergy ; and the ſaid Lord Primate's En- 
deavours were employed to induce the Clergy to ſub- 
mit to it, with whom he did for Peace Sake upan the 
Complaints of the Laity fo far prevail, as to remit 
ſo much of their former Right in Conſideration of 
the ſaid whole printed Table, being with the Laity's 
good Liking confirmed to them by the Royal Au- 
* thority, and entered amongſt the other Acts of State 
in this Kingdom. And the ſaid Reſpondents do fur- 
ther anſwer and ſay, that they poſitively deny that 
any of the ſaid Clergy by Colour of the ſaid Table of 
Tythes and Order of Council, do receive Nine Pence for 
every Milch Cow and Calf, where only One Penny Half- 
Penny is due and payable, or that by the ſaid pretended 


Table of Tythes and Order of Council (which indeed 
"i, 18 
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3s Only a pretended" Order of Council, there never 
having been any ſuch Order that we can find) ſeveral 
other Dues are illegally impoſed or exatted from bis Ma- 
jefty's Subjelis of that Province, contrary to all Law and 
Reaſon, as by the ſaid Table of Jytbes and Order of 
Council alledged to be thereunto annexed, is ſaid in that 
Paper to appear, in as much as the ſaid Clergy do 
receive their Nine Pence for every milch Cow and 
Calf, upon a Compoſition or Agreement made in 
King Fames the Firſt's Time, for the Tythe of Milk, 
Calf and Cheeſe, and in Lieu of other cuſtomary 
Dues they were then poſſeſſed of and intitled unto, 
of much greater Value than what they had in Re- 
compence thereof, all which they quitted for the ſaid 
Nine pence for every Cow that gave Milk, which 
hath been conſtantly paid them purſuant to ſuch 
Agreement and Compoſition, upon valuable Conſi- 
deration. (except ſuch Part thereof as they have re- 
mitted in the Caſe of every Stripper, as 1s above. 
ſaid) for above 80 Years laſt paſt, ſo that three Half- 
pence cannot now be ſaid to be only due and pay- 
able, where they have fo long received the Nine 
Pence, becauſe the Inquiſitions taken on the Planta- 
tion, do ſhew, that generally either the Tythes in 
Kind, or greater Sums than Three Half-pence, were 
paid for every milch Cow, and greater Sums are like- 
wiſe paid for the ſame generally in the other Pro- 
vinces of this Kingdom; but if the ſaid Three Half- 
pence had been only then payable, the contrary 
whereof appears (it muſt become ſo due and payable 
by Cuſtom and Preſcription, or Compoſition and A- 
greement for thoſe Tythes and other Dues, and af- 
ter ſuch an entire Interruption and Diſcontinuance of 
80 Years, and continued Practice to the contrary ; 
ſuch Cuitom, Preſcription, Compoſition or Agree- 
ment of Three Half-pence, being only due and pay- 
able as aforeſaid, cannot be of any binding Force or 
Efficacy in Law. And the ſaid Reſpondents further 
anſwering, do ſay and deny, that the Rates * 
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ed in the ſaid Table of Tythes, are unrtaſons 
able and illegal, or arbitrarily impoſed upon the Subject, 
without any due Courſe of Law, as in — Paper is aſ- 
ſerted or taken ſor granted; and that the Truth of 
what they ſay, may more clearly and fully mg par 
this Honourable Houſe ; Theſe Reſpondents do take 
Leave to lay before them, the true and — of 
the Caſe as to the ſaid Clergy's Right to the Small 
Tythes, and other Dues mentioned in the ſaid Paper, 
which they find to be as followeth. King James 
the Firſt — he himſelf has expreſſed it) for the En- 
couragement of an able, learned, pious and religious 
Clergy, to ſettle in his Plantation of the ſix eſcheated 
Counties of Uſfer, as the beſt and ſureſt Foundation 
. for civilizing and inſtructing the People, and improve- 
ing his ſaid Plantation, declared it to be his Pleaſure, 
that the Clergy thereof ſhould receive all their Tythes 
m Kind, and endowed ſeveral Pariſhes there, _ 
conſiderable Glebes for the more comfortable 
Reſidence and Support of ſuch a Clergy ; that the 
Clergy being poſſeſſed and intitled unto ſeveral an- 
tient, cuſtomary, and ceremonious Dues, over and 
above their Tythes, and the Tythes of Milk, Calf, and 
Cheeſe, proving to be very difficult and troubleſome 
to be ſo paid in Kind, there was a Complaint made, 
in or about the Eleventh Year of the ſaid King James's 
Reign, to the Lord Chicbeſter, then Lord Deputy, and 
the Council, by divers Gentlemen, Freeholders and 
others, Inhabitants of the ſaid eſcheated Counties, 
againſt the Clergy thereof, for requiring and demand- 
ing greater Quantities and Proportions- of Tythes, 
and other eccleſiaſtical Duties, &c. than (as they al- 
ledged at that Time) were due or could be juſtly 
challenged by them; and alſo, a like Complaint was 
exhibited” by the Miniſters, complaining of the Lai- 
ty's with-holding the ſame from them ; whereupon 
| after due Conſideration and Examination had of the 
Truth of thoſe Affirmations on both Sides, and com- 
gan particular Demand with the Laws written, 
and Cuſtoms of the Kingdom, for the better _— 


/ L 23 ] 
of thoſe Differences, and for prevention of all future Oc- 
caſion, that might give either Diſcontent, Diſturbance 
or to the Pariſhioners, or Diſquiet, Detriment 
or Prejudice to the Church or Churchmen, within the 
ſaid eſcheated Counties: It was by the Interpoſition 
of the chief Governor and Council, amongſt other 
Things, ſettled between the ſaid Parties, that every 
Pariſhioner ſhould pay for the Time to come, and 
from Al{ballowtide, then laſt paſt, (which was in the 
Year 1614) to their ſeveral Parſons, Vicars, and 
Miniſters, for every Cow that ſhall give Milk, Nine- 
pence Sterling, in full Satisfaction of the Tythes of 
Calves, Cheeſe and Milk, which are therein ſaid to 
be due by Law, and payable in their proper Kind, 
when the Cuſtom of Tything alters not the ſame ; 
and the ſaid Nine-pence was the rather to be paid, be- 
cauſe the ſaid Tythes could not be otherwiſe paid, 
without great Trouble and many Inconveniencies both 
to the Parſ6ns and Pariſhioners; with which the 
Clergy of the ſaid eſcheated Counties were to reſt ſa- 
tisfied, without any further Demand whatſoever, and 
to extend the ſame no farther than to the ſaid eſchea- 
ted Counties, unleſs the Miniſters and Inhabitants of 
the freſt of the Province ſhould ſubmit them- 
ſelves thereunto, the ſame being a full Reforma- 
tion and Settlement of all the Grievances mentioned 
in the ſaid ſeveral Bills of Complaint at that Time. 
That after ſuch Settlement and Agreement and 


Submiſſion to it, and Execution of it for divers Years, 
ſome of the Cl 


inſiſting on their antient Rigit to 
have eee e —— Dues and Cuſ- 
roms in the ſaid eſcheated Counties, over and above 
their Tythes as formerly they had done, and that the 
Nine-pence aforeſaid was only ſettled for the Tythe 
of Milk, Calf and Cheeſe (which was, and is worth 
more in the Year than the ſaid Nine-pence) the ſaid 
King James the Firſt, upon the Plantation took care 
to ſignify to them, that where there were Tythes in 
kind, and where the Incumbents have good Means, 
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as inthe eſcheated Counties of -Uſfer by his Majeſty's 
Donation they had, and where an Order was taken 
and laid down (as before expreſſed in the Year of our 
Lord 1614) what Tythes, Duties and other Profits 
ſhould be from Time to Time received by the ſeve- 
ral Incumbents of any Eccleſiaſtical Livings or Be- 
nefices within the ſaid eſcheated Counties ; it was the 
Meaning and Intention of the former Settlement, 
that there, the ſaid old ceremonious Dues and Cuſtoms 
_ (whereof many are enumerated) and all others of 

that Kind ſhould be aboliſhed ; which from thence 
(which was in the Year 1621) was accordingly done 
and taken away, and the Clergy entirely ſubmitted to 
the ſame ; and the ſaid Nine-pence for every Cow 
that gave Milk was again confirmed in the Time of 
the Lord Grandi/on's Government here, by his Lord- 
ſhip and the Council, as much as in them lay at that 
ſame Time. That after ſuch Submiſſion of the Cler- 
gy entirely to quit and part with their old cuſtoraary 
Dues, which were of very conſiderable yearly Value 
to them, and that the ſame were utterly aboliſhed : 
The ſaid Order firſt laid down in or about the eleventh 
Year of the faid King James the Firſt, in the Year of 
our Lord 1614, for ee — N I for 
every Cow that gave Milk, was by mutual Agree- 
ment and C ſubmitted to by the Clergy 
and Laity, and the Tythes and other Eccleſiaſtical 
Dues accordingly paid by the Laity and received by 
the Clergy of the ſaid eſcheated Counties, till the Vear 
of our Lord 1630; about which Time the Laity 
appr ing it to be reaſonable that ſome difference 
ought to be made in the Payment of the Nine - pence 
for every Cow that ſhould give Milk, and that it ſeem- 
ed unequal to pay as much for a Stripper that gave 
Milk without a Calf, as for a new Milch Cow that 
had a Calf: The ſaid Lord Primate, at the Deſire of 
the ſaid King Charles, and upon the Application of 
the Laity, and for their Eaſe and Accommodation, 
did in his Triennial Viſitation of that * 
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vail with the Clergy of the ſaid eſcheated Counties, 
to remit fo much of their former Right to Nine-pence 
for every Cow that ſhould give Milk, as to be content 
with half that Sum for every Stripper; and that in 
Confideration thereof, their other ſmall Dues ſhould 
be ſettled, and ſomething added to what they for- 
merly were to receive for Book Money, as the ſame 
is contained in this laſt printed Table mentioned in 
the ſaid Paper, and annexed to it, which was collect- 
ed by the ſaid Lord Primate to the aforeſaid End and 
Purpoſe, and was in the ſaid Year 1630 (being the 
Fifth Year of the Reign of King Charles the Firſt) 
ratified and confirmed by the Royal Authority, only 
ſo far forth, as the Rates therein contained axe 
agreeable to 'Law and the laudable Cuſtom of that 
Province, as is particularly expreſſed in the ſaid print- 
ed Table; to which the FE have ever ſince with 
all Chearfulneſs complied ; as well they might, being 
ſo much to their Benefit; and to which the Cler 
likewiſe haye ſubmitted, tly to their Lols, 
m as much as the ſeveral particular ſmall Tythes and 
other Eccleftaſtical Duties in the ſaid Table, beſides 
the Nine-pence a Cow and Four. pence Half Pea a 
Stripper, are of very {mall ard inconſiderable Value 
in the ſeveral Pariſhes of that Province, and bear no 
N of Recompence in Value to the Clergy;s 
emittal of one Moiety of the Nine-pence in cale of 
every Stripper. The ,faid other ſmall Tythes and 
Duties being alſo due, by Law or Cuſtom, and the 
Rates oy 1 much leſs N 5. Fable than in ahee 
parts e Kingdom, where Iine-pence a 
doth not take Place. And theſe Reſpondents chink it 
very obſervable that the Laity and C of the 
Counties of Down and Antrim lying in the Dioceſſes 
of Down, Connor, and Dromore, who were not in- 
cluded in the, aforeſaid Agreement and Compoſition 
made in the eſcheated Counties, nor were Parties to 
it, have in moſt Places of thoſe Dioceſſes, of their 
own accord, agreed _ themſelves, and ſub- 


minted 


nue, that the Cow 
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mitted to the ſame _—_ of Tything, as in the 
laid eſcheated Counties, and have practiſed the ſame 
ſince the Year 1630 or before, to this Day; ſo much 
the Laity in thoſe Parts have for ſo many Years 
thought the ſame to be for their Benefit and Advan- 
tage. And the ſaid Compoſition and Agreement 
have been fo far adj and reaſonable, as 
we are credibly inform'd, that ſome of the Clergy in 


the Year 1682, on a Trial at Law, did obtain Judg- 


ment for the Taid Nine-pence for each C6w on the 


faid Compoſition. And thefe Reſpondents do anſwer 
further, and ſay that the aforeſaid Matters of Fact 
therein before by them averred, are true in all the 
Parts thereof, according to the beſt of their Know- 
ledge, and moſt exact Information they have or can 


receive, and according to the Purport and Effect of 


ſuch Records as they have viewed and ſeen, which 
by the ſame, if Reference ſhall be thereunto 
had, may more at large appear. By all which they 
hope it doth fully appear to this Honourable Houſe, 


that this Manner and Form of Tything being origi- 


nally founded on ſuch t, ſition and 
Conſideration, and having ſo long obtained and pre- 
vailed in the ſeveral Dioceſſes of theſe Reſpondents, 
is not now to be queſtioned or diſputed. And theſe 
Reſpondents further anſwering, ſay, that of very ma- 
ny Inſtances of ſuch ill Effects as muſt attend any 
ſuch Reducement or Alteration of thoſe ſmall Tythes 
and other Dues, they take leave to offer ſome few 
material ones to the Conſideration of this great and 


wiſe Aſſembly, which are as follow. Firſt, That 


his Majeſty is greatly concern'd in point of his Reve- 

Mo c. ſhould remain as it 
is ; becauſe upon this Settlement of the Nine-pence a 
Cow, the Eccleſiaſtical Livings and Promotions in 


'Uſffter were taxed to pay twentieth Parts and Firſt 
Fruits with reſpect to ſuch Dues ; and the ſeveral In- 
cumbents thereof, have ever ſince the ſaid Taxation 
paid Firſt-Fruits, and twentieth Party accordingly ; and 


were 


—_— 
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were thereupon generally higher rated m the King's 
Books JE Ge Tf jr Parts of the Ki — 
dom; and moreover ſome of the Clergy of that Pro- 
vince purchaſed and have Grants from the Crown of 
Impropriations, and upon paſſing ſuch Grants, ad- 
ded a Fifth Part Increaſe of Rent to the old Rent re- 
ſerved to the Crown, and cannot be able to pay the 
ſame no more than the other Clergy will be able to 
y their uſual twentieth Parts and Firſt-Fruits, if 
the ſaid Cow Money, Sc. be altered or reduced; the 
ſame being a great Part of the Profits of the Impro- 
priations (where all the Tythes great and ſmall, and 
ether Eccleſiaſtical Duties are wholly impropriated) 
and alſo of the ſeveral Pariſhes taxed as aforeſaid, it 
being one of the principal Grounds for ſuch Taxation. 
Secondly, His Majeſty's Donation and Patronage 
of ſuch Deanries, and other Livings as are or ſhall 
fall in his Gift in that Province, will be conſiderably 
leſſened in their Value, as will alſo the Advowſons of 
ſuch Livings, which are the Inheritance of the Lay- 
patrons in that Province, and likewiſe the College of 
Dublin, which hath the Preſentation of Seventeen 
Livings in the faid eſcheated Counties granted to them 
upon the ſaid Plantation, as a Proviſion for ſuch able 
and Learned Men as they ſhould have to fend forth 
of their own Society from Time to Time, for the 
Service of the Church, will be much prejudiced ; for 
by ſuch Alteration or Redycement, the ſeveral Liv- 
ings in the eſcheated Counties, will be rendered of 
little or no Value, in as much as the ſaid Cow-Money 
is two Thirds of the Profits of many Pariſhes, afid 
without it ſeveral Incumbents will not have where- 
with to buy them Bread, much leſs to ſupport them 
and their Families, with all other Neceſſaries. Third- 
ly, a great many Perſons of the Nobility and Gen- 
of the North, who are Improprietors in ſeveral 
of our Dioceſſes, and have all the Tythes and other 
Eecleſiaſtical Dues wholly impropriate to them, and 
pay conſiderable Salaries to Curates by ſettled Com- 
ST . D3 poſitions 


© 


\ 


L a8 ] 
poſitions, will be great Sufferers by any Alteration in 
* Matter; this Nine · pence a Cow being conſtant- 
received by them, and being part of the Profits of 
: eir Freeholds, as it is of the Clergy's alſo ; and 
ſome of the Improprietors i in ſome of our Dioceſſes, have 
Share of the ſaid Cow- Money, with the Incumbents; 
and it is well worthy Conſideration, how far any ſuch 
Alteration in reſpedt of the ſaid Improprietors Inhe- 
ritance and their Lay Fees may affect divers Sales 
and Settlements, which may have been made by the 
Owners thereof. Fourthly, Learning and the Educa- 
tion of Perſons for the Service of the Church, will 
be much diſcouraged by it, and moſt of the Vicars of 
our Dioceſſes in that Province, eſpecially ſuch as are 
in the Dioceſſes of Down and Connor, whoſe Endow- 
ments are only of the ſmall Tythes (where the Dig- 
nitaries or Improprietors receive all the great as in 
ſeveral Places they do) will be utterly undone, the 
Cow Money being the only valuable Thing of the 
ſmall Tythes and other Dues. Laſtly, Ti by 
the keeping of l Stocks, will be greatly dilcou- 
raged, which will will be much to the of the 
Common Wealth, and the Farmers of the Land not 
eaſed by it, in the Landlords will have the 
1 Pluralities in great Numbers, will of 
Neceſſity enſue, which t c manch ee may be to 
be avoided and preven Glory of that 
Province of Ulfer. e g. will 
be totally eclipſed; for whereas one or two Livings 
at the moſt now doth, or at leaft (before the late 
Troubles) did make a Competen for one Clergy- 
man, by the Proviſion made for them as aforeſaid, 
which hath had that happy Effect, tha: there are 
about three hundred Clergymen in the Province. of 
Ulfer, which are near as many as are in the whole 
Kingdom beſides : Fats ven eie der by fach 
diminution of their ſettled and Juſt Maintenance, that 
Province will be ſoon brought into that miſerable. 
Condition in which fame other Parts of the Kingdom, 


are, 
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are, where five or ſix Livings in ſome Parts, and in 
others rwelve Livings (as in Connaught) will not make 
up as is affirmed above Sixty Pound per ann. for an 
Incumbent ; ſo that many of the Clergy of that 
Province, muſt in ſuch Cal: for want of Subſiſtence, 
leave their Cures, or live under great Neceſſities and 
Contempt upon them. And the ſaid Clergy's Caſe is 
yet much the harder, becauſe by reaſon of their 
Character, they cannot well betake themſelves to any 
other Profeſſion or Employment, and therefore are 
like to live in great Penury and Want. 
Wherefore it is, that ae Reſpondents do pray 
and deſire this Honourable Houſe to take theſe Mat- 
ters intotheir ſerious Conſideration, and to diſcoun- 
tenance the ſaid Application by an utter Rejection of 
the ſaid Paper, and to give ſuch Countenance and 
E nt to theſe Reſpondents, and the Clergy 
of their ſeveral Dioceſſes in the quiet Poſſeſſion of their 
juſt Dues, which they have 2 — as may 
— them chearfully to attend their Cures, and do 
their Duties in cheir — Stations, and have Cauſe 
to bleſs God for ſuch a pious and prudent Aſſembly of 
this Kingdom, as will not ſuffer the Rights of — 
Church to be invaded or x diminiſhed ; and that the 
ſaid Clergy who could not ſeverally appear before this 
Honourable Houſe, by reaſon of their daily and con- 
ſtant Attendance, required to be made on their re- 
ſpective Cures, may be excuſed, and theſe Reſpon- 
dents who with the Permiſſion and Allowance of the 
moſt Honourable the Houſe of Lords, have 
ed, and made anſwer in their own and their Behalfs, 
in the Time of Parliament, may be diſmiſſed from 
any further Trouble or Attendance whatſoever, upon 
this Occaſion, <—_— ther” 14th Day: of November, 


__ T3 ' 
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Alex. Rapho, » 
Tobias Dromore. 
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TYTHING TABLE of ULSTER 
CHARLES R. 
Ref. Cane. Hib. 
A. D. 1629. 


Right Truſty and Well-beloved Couſins and Coun- 
ſellors, We Greet you Well. 


Hereas our late Dear Father of bleſſed Memo- 

ry, in his Diſtribution of the eſcheated Lands 
within the Province of Ulfer in that our Kingdom, 
did. declare, and order that the Church there thould 
have and receive all Tythes in Specie, including ſuch 
Oblations and other Duties, as Continuance 
of Time had given them the Strength of Rights and 
Duties to the Church, which ſince hath been — 
ed by our own Letters of the 12th of Juh, 1625, 
notwithſtanding Queſtions and Controverſies ariſing 
between the C and ITT and ſome of them la- 
bouring to reduce Tythes and other perſonal Duties, 
to the rebellious and predatory Times of Tyrone, and 
others of that Strain, from whom no Precedent can 
be drawn, being Perſons never ameanable to Law ; 
The Lord Primate of Armagh to ſettle thoſe Diffe- 
rences, hath in his late triennial Viſitation, collected 
2 Table of T and humbly ed the 
fame unto us, for our Royal Approbation and Con- 
ſent thereto; of which Table we having taken a 
due Conſideration, with the Advice of ſome Biſhops 
and Civilians of this our Kingdom, do by our Royal 
Authority, confirm and. a fame, © for Goreh ts 
the Rates contained therein, are agreeable to Law, 
and the laudable Cuſtom of that Province ſince the 
Wars, ſtrictiy charging and commanding all Bi- 


- 
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| ſhops, Chancellors, and others, having Eccleſiaſtical 


Juriſdiction to put the ſame in Execution, and to de- 
termine all Cauſes of Tythes according to the ſame. 
And we do alſo hereby require youtoenter thisour Order 
amongſt other Acts of State there, and to publiſh the 
ſame, and to be aſſiſting to our ſaid Biſhops, and other 
Eccleſiaſtical Officers in the Execution of their Senten- 
ces and Decrees, according to this our Order; and by 
our Authority to repreſs the Attempts of any that ſhall 
any Ways or Means oppoſe the ſame. The Copy 

of which Table is hereunder expreſſed as followeth : 


EASTER OFFERING. 


Every married Couple is to pay yearly at Eaſſer to 


the Miniſter Four Pence. Sterling; and every ſingle 


Man and Woman likewiſe, Two Pence. 


CLERKs WAGES. 


E married Cou „ and. every üngle Perſon 
1 ws Houſholder, pe to pay at Eaſter to the Pariſh 


Clerk for his Attendance in. the Church, the whole 


Sterling, 


Year Four Pence Sterling; unleſs by ſome particular 
Agreement the Pariſh hath, or will be content to in- 
creaſe his Wages. . * \ 


CHRISTENING. 
At every Chriſtening the Miniſter is to have for the 
Cloth, and all other Duties, Twelve Pence, and the. 


Pariſh Clerk Six Pence Sterling. 


CHURCHING OF WOMEN. _ 
At the Thankſgiving after Child-birth, commonly 
called the Churching of Women, the Miniſter is to 
have Six Pence, 


Mb oF & 4 Þ 7 FS bioadhs 
At every Marriage, the Miniſter beſides his Dinner 


_ (for which he is not to take any Money if he refuſe it) 


and the Pariſh Clerk, Four Penoe ®* 


mw D Pence Ster 
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'is o bare Twelve Pence, and the Pariſh Clerk Six 
Pence Sterlmg. 
BUR IALS. 
At every Burial the Miniſter is to have Twelve 
"Pence ; and the Pariſh Clerk Six Pence Sterling. 
MORTUARIES. 


Where the clear Goods of the Defunct (all Debts 


being paid) do amount to ſo much, that the Widow, 
and every one of the Orphans, may have a Cow, or 


at fifteen Shillings Sterling; and if of 
left, or her Worth, the Miniſter is to have a Cow, or 
fifteen Shillings Sterling, and no more, although the 
Defunct's Goods extend to any greater Sums ; and 
where the Defun&'s Goods ſhall not amount to ſo 
much as will ſatisfy the Debts, and give to the Wi- 
dow and Orphan the aforeſaid Portions ; then the 
Miniſter ſhall} have Nine Pence Sterling out of every 
Cow, or her Worth, which ſhall come to the Widow 


and Orphans, and no more. 
OO PRIVY TYTHES. 


Every Merchant and Seller of Small Wares, ac- 
cording to the Time in which he doth exerciſe his 
Trade, be it Monthly, Quarterly, &c. is to pay at 
- Eafter, after =_ Rate of Two Shillings and Six Pence 

1 Every Tradeſman, and every Re- 
tailer ng OO He ge wore 
Fence Sugihg.. 


MILKadCALVES. 
new Milch Cow and Calf, the Miniſter 

eling ; and for every Gaw- 
or Cow that. giveth "without any 


nagh, 
Four Peace Hallyenny Sering, gr dx: The hu 


— 


bes 
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Increaſe of Cheeſe and Butter being comprehended 


within the Compolition of Milches. 
LAMBS, KIDDS, end PIGGS9. 


Of Lambs, Kidds, and Piggs, when they are able 
to feed of themſelves, and of ſufficient Strength to feed 
and live without the Dam, (unleſs tbe Miniſter will 
demand them ſooner) the Tenth is to be paid; and if 
it fo fall out that. the Farmer or Owner ſhall have but 
Seven, Eight, or Nine, the Miniſter is to have One, 
he paying to the Farmer or Owner One Penny Ster- 
ling for every Lamb or Kidd; and a Halſpenny Ster- 
m fo Pigg, to the Number of Ten. As like» 
wiſe if it ſhall fall out on the other Side, that the Far- 
mer or Owner have but Six, or Seven, he ſhall 
then pay to the Miniſter for every Lamb or Kidd, One 
Penny; and for every Pigg, one Halfpenny Sterling, 


FO ALS. 
For every Foal the Miniſter is to receive Six Pence 
Sterling, in full Satisfaction of his T'ythe Colt. 
E C 68. 


For every Hen two to be paid at Eaſter, and 
for every Cock thiek. 821 = 


1 $0: 


Out of Wind and Water-Mills, the Miller or Far- 
mer is to pay the Tenth Meaſure of Corn taken for 
Toll, unleſs the Miniſter ſhall be content to accept of 
a reaſonable Compoſition in lieu thexggof. Out of 
ng Two Shillings and Six Pence is to be paid 
per Ann. 


240... GARDENS. 739 
For every Garden uſed for Mens own private uſe, 
One Penny per Annum; but where Sale is made of 
the Profit thereof, . * 


[$41 


. HERB AGE and othcr Tythes payable in Kind. + 
HFHerbage together with the Tenth of Hay, when 


* 


it is withered and fit to be Carried and Houſed, all 
ports of Corn, Wheat, Bear, Barley, Oats, Rye, 
Peas, Beans, Hemp, Flax, Hopps, Wood, Apples, 
and all other Fruits growing upon Trees, Wood un- 
der Twenty 
Wax, Wool, Connies, Pigeons, Geeſe, Ducks, and 
other Fowl; Fiſhes of all Sorts (except ſuch as are 


taken with the Angle) and all other Tythes payable 


in kind as well now in Being, or that be Emer- 


gent or ariſe hereafter, the Miniſter is to take up ac- 
cording to Law. | | 


This is a true Copy of the Table ſent unto us by the 
Lord Primate of rag, ſaving that in the Article of 
Tythe of Hay is added (when it is withered and fit to 
be Carried and Houſed) and in the Concluſion of that 
Article to theſe Words, all Tythes payable in Kind, 


is added (now in being or that ſhall be Emergent or 


ariſe hereafter) which Table I and fome Civilians and 
Canoniſts of this Kingdom have had Conſideration, 
and do think the ſame, if fo it pleaſeth his Majeſty, fit 
to be granted, 


Gul. London. J. Ryves Artb. Ducke. 


And theſe our Letters ſhall be as well to you our 
eee for the Time being, as to every other our 

eputy, Chief Governor or Governors of that our 
Kingdom, which hereafter ſhall be, and to all other 
our Officers and Miniſters, whom it may concern, 
ſufficient Warrant in that Behalf, Given under our Sig- 
net, at our Palace of Weftminfler, the Twentieth Day 
of January, in the Fifth Year of our Reign. 


To our truſty and well - beloved Couſins and Coun - 
ſellors, Adam, Viſcount Loftus of Ely, our Chancellor 
of our Realm of Ireland, and Richard Earl of Cork, our 
Juſtice of our ſaid Realm now being, and to any our 


E nur Deputy, 


Years growth, Furrs, Turf, Honey, 


wir ©) „ 


J 
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Chief Governor, or Governors of chat our 
Realm, which hereafter for the Time ſhall be, and to 
all other our Officers and Miniſters there, to whom 


it ſhall or may appertain, and to every of them. | 
Quod Viceſſimo quinto die Aprilis 


Memor 
Milleſimo Sexcenteſimo Triceſimo, Allen Cooke Armi- 


i ſui Hiberniæ & 


ger venit in Canc. Domini Regis R 


yt has ſupradictas Literas Irrotulari, ad cujus requi- 
— tionem . 
(Copy) 
The eſcheated. Counties are Six, 


Viz. 


